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1/12/17 

MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 12th day of January, 2017. 
 
PRESENT: Earl L. Jann, Chairman 
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman (via video conference) 
  Robert N. Anderson, Treasurer    
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Robert F. Gaylord, Executive Director   
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director 
  Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer 
  Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller 
  Margaret A. Murphy, Associate Attorney  
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Karen Prendergast, Comptroller  
  Steve D'Amico, Business Office Manager 
  John Mogavero, Chemist/Chief WPTO 
  Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality  

Paul H. Riester, Director of Administration 
Daniel J. NeMoyer, Director of Human Resources 
Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 

 
ATTENDEES:  Sean Dwyer  
   Mike Wymer  
   John Jennings  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, December 29, 2016. 
 
III. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on Thursday, December 29, 2016. 
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IV. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
C)  FISCAL 
D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
V.   - COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS 
 
ITEM 1 - Creation and/or Amendment of Master Purchase Orders: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the creation 
and/or amendment of Master Purchase Order Nos. as attached not to exceed the amount of 
$413,500.00 and that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all 
associated documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the 
Authority’s By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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ITEM 2 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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VI. - UNFINISHED BUSINESS (NONE) 
 
VII. - NEW BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS 3-9) 
 
ITEM 3 - AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 

CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 36-INCH TRANSMISSION 
MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT 2017-2018, PROJECT NO. 201700008 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Article V, Title 3, Section 1053 of the Public Authorities Law, 

the Erie County Water Authority (“Authority”) has the authority to contract for expert 
professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 6 of the Authority's By-Laws grants to the Authority the 
right to contract for expert professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Authority deems it necessary to issue a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) 
to qualified firms to provide consulting engineering services for 36-Inch Transmission Main 
Replacement Project 2017-2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, The proposals received by the Authority will be evaluated in accordance 
with the terms of the RFP, and a professional services contract will be negotiated and executed 
with the successful offerer; and 
 

WHEREAS, The RFP for 36-Inch Transmission Main Replacement Project 2017-2018 
will be conducted pursuant to the enacted legislation, New York State Finance Law '' 139-j and 
139-k and the Authority’s Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, Leonard F. Kowalski, Sr. Distribution Engineer, will be the designated 
contact person for the RFP with the adoption of this resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer, recommends that the Board approve 

the RFP; 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
The Authority is hereby authorized to issue a RFP to qualified firms to provide consulting 

engineering services for 36-Inch Transmission Main Replacement Project 2017-2018. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 4 - AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 

CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR WATERLINE 
REPLACEMENT PROJECTS 2017-2018, PROJECT NO. 201700004 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Article V, Title 3, Section 1053 of the Public Authorities Law, 

the Erie County Water Authority (“Authority”) has the authority to contract for expert 
professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 6 of the Authority's By-Laws grants to the Authority the 
right to contract for expert professional services; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Authority deems it necessary to issue a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) 
to qualified firms to provide consulting engineering services for Waterline Replacement Projects 
2017-2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, The proposals received by the Authority will be evaluated in accordance 
with the terms of the RFP, and a professional services contract will be negotiated and executed 
with the successful offerer; and 
 

WHEREAS, The RFP for Waterline Replacement Projects 2017-2018 will be conducted 
pursuant to the enacted legislation, New York State Finance Law '' 139-j and 139-k and the 
Authority’s Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, Leonard F. Kowalski, Sr. Distribution Engineer, will be the designated 
contact person for the RFP with the adoption of this resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer, recommends that the Board approve 

the RFP; 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
The Authority is hereby authorized to issue a RFP to qualified firms to provide consulting 

engineering services for Waterline Replacement Projects 2017-2018. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 5 - RATIFICATION OF THE INSTALLATION OF HYDRANTS AND VALVES 

AND RETIREMENT OF EXISTING HYDRANTS AND VALVES - VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, The Engineering Department of the Erie County Water Authority 

("Authority") advised that hydrants and valves were installed as part of the Authority's program 
to keep pace with improvements in fire fighting technology, as follows: 
 

Replace existing 5’ hydrant at 30 Nancy Place, Town of Cheektowaga with a new 5’ 
Kennedy K10 hydrant on 12/19/16.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 
107.200 6924. 
 

Hydrant originally installed in 1965 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. 160065; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer ratifies said installations and work; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority approve the retirement of the abovementioned hydrants and valves at 
the abovementioned locations; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the installation of the new hydrants and valves in the abovementioned 
locations, as part of the Authority's continuing program to improve its facilities is hereby approved, 
ratified and confirmed. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 



 
 

 
1/12/17 

24 

ITEM 6 - AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND THE ERIE COUNTY WATER 
AUTHORITY'S ANNUAL CAPITAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
 WHEREAS, In a resolution dated November 5, 2015, the Erie County Water Authority 
(the "Authority") adopted its Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, From time to time, due to changes in spending priorities, availability of 
funds, or changes in other circumstances, the Authority finds it proper to amend its Budget to 
reflect such changes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Authority has been advised by Scott Aiple, Electrical Engineer, 
funding is needed in the Capital Budget for Security Equipment which was initially budgeted for 
under the Operating and Maintenance budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In order to provide funding for this equipment, unused funds within the 
Capital Budget will need to be re-allocated as follows:  
 
Unit No Capital  No: Description  Increase Decrease 
1025 101277 Security Equipment $      25,850  
     
2510 101015 Contract NC-34   $        25,850 
     
    Totals $       25,850  $        25,850 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority's Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2016 be amended as listed 
above. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 7 - AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND THE ERIE COUNTY WATER 
AUTHORITY'S ANNUAL CAPITAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
 WHEREAS, In a resolution dated November 5, 2015, the Erie County Water Authority 
(the "Authority") adopted its Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, From time to time, due to changes in spending priorities, availability of 
funds, or changes in other circumstances, the Authority finds it proper to amend its Budget to 
reflect such changes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Authority has been advised by Leonard Kowalski, Senior Distribution 
Engineer, additional funding is needed for waterline replacement projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In order to provide the additional funding for these projects, funds within 
the Capital Budget will need to be re-allocated as follows:  
 
Unit No Capital  No: Description  Increase Decrease 
2590 101019 DA-9 $    100,000  
2590 101020 EA-10         90,000  
2590 101022 WSA-9         60,000  
     
2590 101078 GP-5   $      250,000 
     
    Totals $     250,000  $      250,000 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority's Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2016 be amended as listed 
above. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 8 - TRIBUTE TO DONALD YORK, CREW CHIEF (ECWA) 
 

Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, It was with deep sorrow and profound regret that the Erie County Water 
Authority learned of the death of Donald York on January 2, 2017; and 
 

WHEREAS, Donald York was a loyal employee, who had served the Authority since 
February 9, 2009; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That we, the Members of the Board and Staff here assembled, desire to extend our 
sympathy and condolence to the members of his family; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED:  That as a tribute to his memory, the foregoing Preamble and resolution be 

entered upon the Minutes of the Meeting of January 12, 2017; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED:  That when this Board adjourns, it adjourns out of respect to the memory 

of the late Donald York. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes: None 

 
ITEM 9 - Service Connection Work Order List: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve Service 
Connection Work Order Nos. 2016-48 and 2017-01, to Nichols Long & Moore Construction 
Corp. for Service Area No. 1 under Contract No. 15-03-02 and to Russo Development, Inc. for 
Service Area No. 2 under Contract No. 15-04-02 and large services under Contract No. 15-02-01 
to Kandey Company, Inc. 
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Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to enter Executive Session 
for discussion on legislative matters (9:50 a.m.) 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to exit Executive Session 

(10:10 a.m.) 
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VIII. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Anderson, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 
 
       

       
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 
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